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CLAIMS 

Having thus described our invention, what we claim as new and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent is as follows: 

1 1 , A system for prte-processing orders before they are transmitted to an order 

2 processing system, comprising: 

3 an order interceptor receiving and processing electronic sales order 

4 data; 

5 an interface systemVeceiving the electronic sales order data from the 

6 order interceptor and performing an availability check, wherein the availability 

7 check determines the portions o{the electronic sales order data that can be 

8 satisfied; and 

9 means for transmitting at least a portion of the electronic sales order 

1 0 data to the order processing system, 

1 2. The system otVclaim 1, wherein the order interceptor translates the 

2 electronic sales order data to an internal format of the order interceptor, 

3 determines if an availaDi/it)|check is required, transmits at least a portion of the 

4 electronic sales order datK determines if there are any processing problems 

5 associated with the electronit sales order data, and processes the electronic 

6 -^satcs^yrde r data in ac cordance With bil5rnes&4ul£S. 



/3. The system of claim 2, wherein the order interceptor comprises: 
means for receiving the electronic sales order data; 
means for transiting the electronic sales order data to an internal 
format of the order intercessor; 

mearrs lor deiermmingS,! an availabiliiy check is recflrifed^. 
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means for transmitting at least a portion of the electronic sales order 



data; 



means for dctcrminmg if there arc any processing problems associated 
with the electronic sales order data; and 

means for processing trie electronic sales order data in accordance with 



4. The system of claim 1, further comprising a workbench receiving electronic 
sales order data that contain/ errors or is incomplete. 

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the workbench receives and displays 
electronic sales orde\d® that contains errors or is incomplete, displays error 
messages associated M|h the electronic sales order data, and enables a user to 
edit, correct, and update^at least one database containing the electronic sales 



6. The system of claim 5, wherein the workbench comprises: 

a) means for receiving and displaying electronic sales order data that 
contains errors oV is incomplete; 

b) means for displaying error messages associated with the electronic 
sales order data of stw a); and 

c) means for cckrecting, editing, and updating the at least one database 
containing electronic salels order data. 



7. The system of claim 5, whWin the workbench further displays a status of 
the electronic sales order data, ^te^mines if configuration rules are satisfied, 
and provides an indication to the ord^Miiterceptor that at least a portion of the 
eteetfeme-saJes-ordef-data4sj:eiected^ 
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8. The system bfclaim 7, wherein the workbench further comprises: 
means for displaying the status of the electronic sales order data; 

means for determining if the configuration rules are satisfied; and 
means for indicating to the order interceptor that at least a portion of 
th^ -eteei ronic order d a ta -fs-rejectedr 

9. The system of claim iVfiirther comprising a reject acknowledgment system 
receiving an indication fi/om the order interceptor that at least a portion of the 
electronic sales order data has been rejected. 

1 0. The system orclaim 9, wherein the reject acknowledgment system updates 
at least one database CDdHiTd[cate the portions of the electronic order data that 
Mve Beerrrg^ 



1 1 . The system of claim^9, wherein the reject acknowledgment system 



means for receiving an indication from the order interceptor that at_^ 
least a portion of the electrohic sales order daU isj^ject^^ 




means for updating the\t least one database toJndicate the portions of 



^e electronic order^ata^that have^een rejected. 

2. The system of clann 10, wherein the reject acknowledgment system further 
determines if the electronitsdei order data was received via a transmission 
from the Worid Wide WebTa^d updates the at least one database in either an 
ESQ formaror o n b? 
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13. The system of cl^m 12, wherein the reject acknowledgment system further 
comprises: 

means for detcrmi'taing if the electronic sales order data was received 
via a transmission from the\World Wide Web; and 

means for updating t^ie al least one database in either an ESO format or 

ar^SAE 

14. The system ofclaim 1, wherein the order interceptor receives the 
electronic sale^order data in a standard Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) 
format. 

1 5. Tne order interceptor system of claim I, wherein the system is an SAP 
system. 



6. A computer implemented method of processing electronic sales order data 
before it is transmitted to an order processing system, comprising the steps of: 
receiving electronic sales order data; 

translating the electronic sales order data to an internal format; 

transmitting the elecitonic sales order data to an interface system, 
wherein the interface system performs an availability check to determine what 
portion of the electronic sales order data that can be satisfied; and 

if the availability check indication is to transmit, transmitting the 
designated portions of the internal format data to the order processing system. 



17. The compter implemented method of claim 16, further comprising the 
steps of: 

processing the electronic sales order data in accordance with 
businef&s rules; 
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5 b) determining if there are any processing problems associated with the 

6 electronic sales order data; and / 

7 c) if there arc processing problems in stop b), transmitting an electronic 

8 message to at least one user indicating that the electronic sales order data 

9 contains errors or is incomplete. / 

1 1 8. The computer implemented method of claimr 1 7, further comprising the 

2 steps of: / 

3 enabling a user to correct the electronic sales order data; and 

4 transmitting the corrected electronic iaies order data to the order 

5 processing system. / 

1 19. The computer implemented method/of claim 16, further comprising the 

2 steps of / 

3 rejecting the electronic sales order data that cannot be filled; and 

4 updating at least one database to indicate the portions of the electronic 

5 order data that have been rejected/ 

1 20. The computer implemented/method of claim 16, wherein the electronic 

2 sales order data is in Electronic Data Interchange format. 

1 2 1 . A computer program product comprising: 

2 a computer usable Aicdium having computer readable program code 

3 embodied in the medium ibr pre-processing orders before they are transmitted 

4 to an order processing system, the computer program product having: 

5 first computer program code for receiving electronic sales order data; 

6 second compiiter program code for translating the electronic sales 

7 order data to an internal format; 
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third computer program code for transmitting the electronic sales order 
data to an interface system, wherein the interface system performs an 
availability check to determine the portions of the orcler interceptor data that 
can be satisfied; and / 

fourth computer program code for determining if the availability check 
indication is to transmit at least a portion of the o/der interceptor data to the 
order processing system, and, if so, transmitting Ahe designated portions of the 
electronic sales order data to the order processing system. 

22. A computer program product of claim j\, further having: 

fifth computer program code for processing the electronic sales order 
data in accordance with business rules; / 

sixth computer program code foi/ determining if there arc any 
processing problems associated with the electronic sales order data; and 

seventh computer program coae for providing an indication to at least 
one user that the electronic sales ordp data contains errors or is incomplete. 

23. A computer program product yof claim 22 further comprising: 

eighth computer program i:ode for enabling a user to correct the 
electronic sales order data; and / 

ninth computer prograni code for transmitting the corrected electronic 
sales order data to the order processing system. 

24. A computer program product of claim 23 further comprising: 

tenth computer program code rejecting the electronic sales order data 
that cannot be filled; and/ 

eleventh computer program code for updating at least one database to 
indicate the portions of the electronic order data that have been rejected. 




